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A  Word  from  the  Editor 

The  fall  meeting  of  the  NSCA,  Inc.  is  coming  up  in  September.  The  show 
will  be  held  in  Pikeville,  KY,  with  Walter  Fletcher  as  organizer.  Walter 
always  does  an  exceptional  job  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
meeting.  Mark  your  calendars  and  make  arrangements  to  be  there. 
Hope  to  see  you  soon. 


Calendar  of  Events 

September  29,  2001  Fall  meeting  of  the  NSCA  in  Pikeville,  KY 
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25110.  Articles  of  interest  are  to  also  be  sent  to  James  Singleton,  Attention:  Editor.  THE  DEADLINE 
FOR  ADS  AND  ARTICLES  is  the  10th  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  SCRIP  TALK  is  printed  every 
other  month  beginning  with  the  February  issue  each  year. 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  ARE  WELCOMED.  The  Editor  has  sole  authority  to  reject  any  letter  if 
found  to  be  slanderous  or  libelous  in  content. 

ARTICLES  OF  INTEREST 

Articles  of  interest  are  always  needed.  You  can  help  make  SCRIP  TALK  the  most  informative  and 
interesting  newsletter  in  print  today.  The  NSCA,  Inc.  is  YOUR  Association  and  YOU  can  make  it  grow 
and  prosper  with  YOUR  support.  Turning  in  all  new  finds  and  corrections  will  keep  Scrip  collectiiMk 
alive  and  well  into  the  decades  of  our  new  millennium.  f 


Ryburn  R.  Tippy 

by  D.  Mark  Ballard 


(On  Memorial  Day,  2001,  we  lost  a  dear  friend.  A  man  that  carried  his  interest  in  scrip  collecting  to  any  group 
that  was  interested  in  learning.  He  has  helped  me  out  in  my  collecting  years  and  as  a  dear  friend  to  my  family  for 
many  years.  We  will  miss  Tip  deeply.  He  was  a  great  “wheeler-dealer”  as  his  many  friends  in  the  collecting  fields 
know.  He  would  travel  many  miles  to  find  just  the  right  scrip.  Goodbye  to  a  dear  friend.) 

CARTER VELLE  -  Ryburn  R  Tippy,  age  87,  died  at  the  Danbury  Hospital  in  Danbury,  Conn.  On  Monday,  May  28, 
2001. 

He  had  been  a  resident  of  I-ockwood  Lodge  in  Newton,  Conn.,  for  the  past  two  months,  having  moved  from 
Illinois,  where  he  had  lived  for  the  past  1 1  years.  Prior  to  moving  to  Illinois,  he  and  his  wife  had  been  residents  of 
Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  for  46  years. 

He  was  bom  Dec.  1,  1913,  in  Carterville,  the  son  of  Roger  and  Gertrude  (Surratt)  Tippy.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  his  wife,  who  died  in  November,  2000,  his  son,  Alan  Roger  Tippy  and  his  brother,  Earl. 

He  leaves  one  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Ann  and  Tom  Tibbatts  of  Bethel,  Conn;  son  and  daughter-in-law, 
Richard  and  Judy  Tippy  of  Crossville,  Tenn.;  sister  Mildred  Conolly  of  Athens,  Ga;  eight  grandchildren,  Brooke 
Shay  and  Ethan  Tippy  of  LaGrange,  Ga.,  Terri  Tibbatts  and  Tom  Tibbatts  of  Washington,  Conn.,  Luke  Tippy  of 
Crossville,  Tenn.,  Matthew  Tippy  of  Raleigh,  NC,  Nathan  Tippy  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Laurie  Williams  of 
Hopkinton,  Mass.;  and  five  great-grandchildren;  and  1 1  nieces  and  nephews. 

Ryburn  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  his  first  area  of  employment  was  with  the  mine  offices  of 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  where  he  started  a  lifetime  interest  in  coal  mining,  memorabilia  and  scrip.  He  retired 
from  the  Union  Carbide  Company  in  1975,  after  32  years  of  employment. 

He  was  a  past  Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Lodge  of  the  Elks  1684,  past  president  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Coin 
Club,  past  president  of  the  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
Ryburn  loved  people  and  maintained  a  willingness  to  grow,  adapt  and  to  love  life  and  his  Lord  all  his  days  on 
earth. 

A  memorial  mass  will  be  celebrated  on  June  14,  at  1 1  am.  at  the  Holy  Spirit  Catholic  Church  in  Carterville. 
Burial  will  be  in  Marion.  The  family  will  receive  friends  at  the  church  on  June  14,  from  10:30  a  m.  until  the  time 
of  the  service.  Because  of  his  deep  interest  in  family  history  and  genealogy,  memorial  contributions  may  be  made 
to  the  Hurricane  Cemeteiy,  care  of  Treasurer  Mona  Shemwell,  620  S.  22nd  St.,  Herrin,  62948. 

The  Bethel  Funeral  Home,  215  Greenwood  Ave.,  Bethel,  Conn.,  is  in  charge  of  arrangements. 


Speaking  of  Scrip 


Our  fall  show  is  rapidly  approaching  and  I  hope  you  are  looking  forward  to  being  there. 

We  desperately  need  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  dealers  and  collectors  to  make  their  effort 
worthwhile. 

Please  encourage  anyone  you  know  who  is  interested  in  scrip  to  join  our  club. 

We  tried  an  early  auction  at  Bluefield  and  it  did  not  improve  our  attendance  any  and  we  did  not 
have  a  good  showing  at  our  membership  meeting. 

If  things  do  not  improve  at  Pikeville,  I  think  we  should  consider  having  our  auction  early,  then  the 
membership  meeting  to  follow  or  hold  the  meetings  where  they  have  a  restaurant  and  let  everyone 
order  from  the  menu. 

The  club  is  subsidizing  the  dinner  and  we  cannot  do  that  for  long. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  our  scrip  book  is  about  to  go  to  press  and  we  hope  to  have  it  soon. 

Hope  each  one  of  you  find  that  key  piece  you  have  been  looking  for  and  I’ll  see  you  at  Pikeville. 


Jim 


Spring  Meeting  Report 


The  site  of  the  fall  meeting  of  the  NSCA,  Inc.  is  the  Landmark  Inn,  Pikeville,  KY.  The  date  is  September  29, 
2001.  The  number  to  call  for  reservations  is  (800)  831-1469  or  (606)  432-2545.  The  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box 
2439,  Pikeville,  KY  41501.  Be  sure  to  mention  that  you  are  with  the  NSCA,  Inc.  to  receive  the  special  room  rate 
provided  for  members. 

U  S.  Highways  80,  23,  1 19,  and  460  all  come  into  Pikeville,  KY  from  both  north  and  south  and  come  together  in 
the  “Pikeville  Cut  Through”.  The  Landmark  Inn  is  located  on  South  Mayo  Trail. 

The  Top  of  the  Inn  Restaurant,  the  Top  of  The  Inn  Lounge  provide  dancing,  great  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner. 


.y.WAV.V. 

st-spl 

i  c<s\*r% 

wkM 


t 


Raleigh-  Wyoming  Mining  Company 

(From  The  West  Virginia  Review  September,  1930) 

The  Raleigh-Wyoming  Mining  Company  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia  and  started  operating  April  1, 
1926.  Two  coal  mines  then  being  operated  by  Raleigh  Wyoming  Coal  Company  were  purchased,  and  they  are  known  as  No.  1  and 
No.  2.  No.  1  is  located  at  Edwight  in  Raleigh  County  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  No.  2  is  located  at  Glen  Rogers  in 
Wyoming  County  on  the  Virginia  Railway.  Later  another  mine  near  Edwight  was  purchased,  and  still  later  another  was  opened  on 
the  Edwight  property.  All  four  of  these  mines  are  now  being  operated. 

Mines  1  and  3  are  about  a  mile  apart,  and  are  both  in  the  Eagle  seam.  At  these  mines  the  Eagle  seam  is  found  in  the 
mountains  about  300  feet  above  the  railroad.  A  very  large  tonnage  of  Eagle  coal  is  available  at  these  properties.  The  lease  at  No.  1 
covers  9000  acres,  and  at  No.  3  covers  1500  acres.  The  thickness  of  the  seam  here  averages  about  four  and  one-half  feet  and  the  coal 
is  exceptionally  clean.  The  sizes  of  coal  made  at  these  preparation  plants  are,  as  follows;  lump,  egg,  2  inch  screenings,  mine  run 
(screened,  hand  picked,  and  reassembled),  special  mine  run  and  three-quarter  inch  screenings.  The  analysis  of  the  mine  run  coals  is 
as  follows:  Moisture  1.64;  Volatile,  27.31;  Fixed  Carbon,  67.11;  Ash,  3.94;  Sulphur,  61;  B.T.U.’s  as  received  14980. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  by-product  coals  in  the  United  States,  and  is  also  suitable  for  domestic  and  steam  purposes.  The  coal  is 
prepared  ov  er  loading  booms  and  picking  tables,  and  the  present  output  is  about  2000  tons. 

Mine  No.  2  is  a  shaft  operation  in  the  Beckley  seam.  At  the  shaft  the  coal  is  at  a  depth  of  645  feet  below  the  surface,  but 
much  of  it  is  1500  feet  below  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  The  property  has  9000  acres  of  Beckley  coal  of  an  average  thickness  of 
about  six  feet,  and  without  any  regular  section  of  impurities.  Beckley  coal  perhaps  enjoys  a  better  market  than  any  other  Smokeless 
coal  in  West  Virginia,  but  is  fast  becoming  worked  out.  It  is  thought  that  this  is  the  largest  single  tract  of  Beckley  coal  remaining  in 
the  field.  The  Beckley  coal  at  Glen  Roberts  is  naturally  very  hard,  and  this  quality  is  protected  by  the  use  of ’Cardox”,  or  liquid 
Carbon  Dioxide,  thus  leaving  it  in  larger  chunks  and  less  shattered  so  that  it  stands  shipment  much  better  and  comes  to  the  customer 
in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition.  The  coal  is  prepared  over  thoroughly  modern  preparation  plants  and  is  shipped  in  the 
following  sizes;  lump,  egg,  stove,  nut,  and  slack.  The  present  tonnage  is  about  three  thousand  tons  per  day.  It  enjoys  a  very 
excellent  market  due  to  the  high  rank  and  its  exceptional  firmness. 

No.  4  Mine  is  a  new  operation  in  the  Dorothy  seam.  The  present  production  is  about  500  tons  per  day,  and  is  being 
prepared  and  shipped  as  lump,  egg,  and  screenings.  It  is  a  very  firm  coal  of  high  quality  and  stocks  exceptionally  well. 

At  both  Edwight  and  Glen  Rogers,  very  excellent  living  conditions  are  provided,  and  these,  with  the  good  safe  working 
conditions  in  the  mines  have  created  good  labor  markets,  and  satisfied  happy  communities. 

The  Company  is  owned  by  Old  Ben  Coal  Corporation  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Old  Ben  is  one  of  the  largest  producers  in 
Illinois,  and  it  markets  all  of  its  tonnage,  including  that  of  Raleigh-Wyoming  Mining  Company  and  much  other  coal,  both  low  and 
high  volatile  from  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky. 
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The  Guyan-Eagle  Coal  Company , 
Amherstdale,  West  Virginia 


IT  is  refreshing  to  visit  a  coal  operation 
snch  as  that  carried  on  by  the  Guyan- 
Eagle  Coal  Company  at  Amherstdale, 
in  Logan  County.  Here  is  a  large  opera¬ 
tion  with  three  mines  working  steadily, 
shipping  out  coal  at  almost  capacity  pro¬ 
duction,  and  with  a  continued  and  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  their  product. 

The  coal  market  is  to  a  very  great  ex¬ 
tent  influenced  by  industrial  and  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions.  But,  though  not  in 
such  great  quantity,  coal  is  necessary  in 
periods  of  depression  as  well  as  in  sea¬ 
sons  of  prosperity.  During  such  sea¬ 
sons,  when  there  is  a  surplus  of  coal 
offered  in  the  general  markets,  the  con¬ 
sumer  looks  for  quality  and  the  kind  of 
coal  that  best  suits  his  need,  rather  than 
being  forced  to  take  the  kind  that  is  to 
be  had.  Again  the  law  of  supply  and 
demand  governs,  and  in  a  general  way  is 
reflected  the  age-old  struggle  for  markets 
that  occurs  in  every  industrial  activity, 
whether  manufacturing,  mining,  pro¬ 
ducing  oil,  or  making  glass  or  pottery. 

The  records  of  this  Company  show 
that  there  has  been  no  interruption  in 
operation  for  the  last  five  years.  They 
have  produced  coal  and  found  a  market 
for  it.  This  one  fact  is  in  itself  the  best 
advertisement  of  the  quality  of  the  coal 
sent  out  from  the  Guyan-Eagle  plants. 
At  some  periods  coal  has  been  slow  on 
the  market;  the  continued  operation  cer¬ 
tainly  has  shown  a  consistent  record  of 
successful  merchandising. 

The  Guyan-Eagle  Coal  Company  was 
organized  in  1922  to  develop  a  leasehold 
of  valuable  coal  lands  on  Buffalo  Creek, 
Logan  County.  The  Company  took  over 
the  mine  opened  by  the  Procktor  Coal 
Company  at  Amherstdale  in  1916,  and 
this  mine  is  now  known  as  the  Guyan- 
Eagle  No.  1.  Additional  mines  were 
opened,  one  at  Robinette  and  one  other 
at  Amherstdale,  also  on  Buffalo  Creek 
and  not  far  distant  from  Amherstdale 
No.  1  mine,  where  the  general  offices  are 
maintained.  The  Robinette  mine  is 
known  as  Guyan-Eagle  No.  2.  The  Is¬ 
land  Creek  seam  is  worked  exclusively 
in  the  mine  at  Amherstdale  No.  1.  In 
the  Robinette  mine  the  Eagle  seam  is 
worked  in  No.  2  and  the  Chilton  in  No.  3 
at  Amherstdale.  The  three  grades  of 
coal  afford  a  varied  product  and  enable 
the  operating  company  to  meet  the  sev¬ 
eral  requirements. 

The  original  company  called  the 
Procktor  Coal  Company  was  organized 
in  1915  by  Walter  Procktor  of  Arnherst- 
dale,  John  A.  Kelly,  A.  J.  Dalton,  W.  T. 
Jones,  and  J.  H.  Steidel,  of  Omar.  The 


original  lease  was  for  a  tract  of  1628 
acres  of  choice  coal  land,  secured  on  a 
royalty  basis  for  a  period  of  99  years. 
The  Amherstdale  mine  was  opened  in 
1916,  and  during  the  first  year  of  opera¬ 
tion  112,710  tons  were  mined  and 
shipped. 

This  property  passed  to  the  control  of 
the  Guyan-Eagle  Coal  Company  early 
in  1923,  and  was  added  to  their  Robin¬ 
ette  holdings.  The  change  of  ownership 
was  an  administrative  measure;  some  of 
the  leaders  in  the  organization  and 
operation  of  the  Procktor  Coal  Company 
have  continued  the  same  relations  with 
the  younger  company.  The  present  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  company  are  John  A.  Kelly, 
president ;  Honorable  Henry  D.  Hatfield, 
vice  president;  J.  R.  Fields,  secretary; 
W.  T.  Jones,  general  manager,  and  treas¬ 
urer,  and  John  Davis,  superintendent. 

npiiE  Amherstdale  mine  runs  full  time 

on  railroad  fuel  coals.  The  entire 
output  from  the  Chilton  seam  in  the  Am¬ 
herstdale  mine  is  shipped  to  malleable 
and  by-product  plants,  lime  and  brick 
manufacturers,  and  domestic  consumers. 
Guyan- Chilton  coal,  (he  trade  name  for 
this  particular  product,  is  known 
throughout  the  central  states  for  its  uni¬ 
formity  in  performance  and  high  state 
of  purity.  The  market  is  found  among 
the  biggest  consumers  in  the  central  and 
eastern  states;  but  very  little  goes  into 
the  export  trade. 

The  coal  mined  in  the  three  plants  is 
prepared  for  the  market  in  four  sizes 
and  is  also  sold  as  run-of-mine.  The 
standard  sizes  or  grades  are  lump, 
5  inches  and  over ;  egg,  2 y2  to  5  inches ; 
nut,  D.4  to  2 14  inches;  and  all  below 
1%  inches  is  sent  out  as  slack.  The! 
Eagle  coal  is  marketed  as  run-of-mine. 
Preparation  plants  are  used  in  screen¬ 
ing,  cleaning,  and  loading  the  coal  at 
the  tipples  at  Nos.  1  and  2  mines.  Short- 
wall  mining  machines  are  used  in  getting 
out  the  coal,  and  a  complete  modern 
haulage  system  has  been  installed.  The 
mines  are  completely  electrified,  and  the 
electric  locomotives  and  mine  cars  are 
operated  on  a  strandard  track  of  48 
inches. 

The  daily  capacity  of  the  three  mines 
is  approximately  3,000  tons.  A  normal 
number  of  400  men  are  employed  in 
carrying  on  the  operation,  the  most  of 
whom  live,  with  their  families,  in  the 
mining  towns  of  Amherstdale  and  Robin¬ 
ette.  These  towns  have  been  very  large¬ 
ly  built  by  the  operating  company,  and 
have  been  planned  with  thought  given 


the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  em¬ 
ployees.  Neat  and  comfortable  dwelling 
houses  have  been  built.  These  are  not 
temporary  camps,  but  industrial  towns 
that  have  been  built  for  permanency. 

The  reserve  coal  of  the  operating  com¬ 
pany  is  of  such  extent  that  mining  will 
be  carried  on  indefinitely. 

Graded  schools  for  both  white  and  col¬ 
ored  children  have  been  established  at 
these  towns.  Higher  educational  facili¬ 
ties  are  offered  in  a  junior  high  school 
for  white  children  at  Amherstdale.  A 
high  school  for  colored  pupils  has  been 
established  in  a  town  near  by.  Good 
church  buildings  have  been  erected,  and 
both  school  and  church  work  have  the 
very  close  co-operation  of  the  Guyan- 
Eagle  Company. 

Active  social  clubs  composed  of  var¬ 
ious  groups  carry  on  their  work  in  these 
towns,  and  recreational  facilities  are 
provided  by  the  company. 

In  the  mines  of  the  Guyan-Eagle  Com¬ 
pany  much  attention  has  been  given  to^^ 
safety  education,  not  so  much  from  tlie^W 
economic  point  of  view  as  from  the  hu¬ 
manitarian.  This  work  has  only  not  been 
carried  on  in  the  mines  and  about  the 
tipples  and  yards,  where  life  and  limb 
are  menaced  by  the  many  hazards  of  the 
work,  but  has  been  applied  to  the  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  of  the  towns  and  in  other 
ways  to  conserve  the  health.  The  meas¬ 
ures  taken  have  been  very  satisfactory 
in  their  results.  When  asked  for  an 
estimate  of  the  value  of  this  work  the 
operators  said,  “It  would  be  impossible 
to  estimate  the  value  of  this  work  and 
training  on  a  cash  basis.  But  we  do  not 
look  at  it  in  that  light;  we  think  more 
of  its  value  to  humanity,  of  its  conser¬ 
vation  of  life  and  health.  It  leads  to  a 
happier  people,  more  contentment  and  a 
greater  prosperity.” 

The  employees  of  the  Guyan-Eagle 
Company  have  an  active  safety  club  or¬ 
ganization,  which  meets  twice  each 
month.  The  meetings  are  held  in  a  new 
hall  that  has  been  constructed  by  the 
Company  at  a  cost  of  $2,500  and  at  each 
meeting,  is  packed  with  workmen  who 
are  interested.  “Safety  First”  is  a 
watchword  that  has  been  given  the  em¬ 
ployees,  and  is  first  in  their  minds. 

Two  safety  teams  have  been  organized, 
a  white  team  under  the  direction  of  Cap^A 
tain  William  Brumfield,  and  a  team  ol^^ 
colored  men  under  Captain  Guss  Jack- 
son.  Group  insurance  is  carried  by  the 
Company  on  all  their  employees,  and  in 
addition  a  special  burial  fund  has  been 
built  up  and  set,  apart  for  that  use. 
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^ The  Pocahontas  Fuel  Company— Successor 

to  the  Pioneers 


JENKIN  JONES,  a  sturdy  little 
Welshman,  who  went  into  the  collier¬ 
ies  of  Wales  when  eight  years  old, 
founded  a  coal  company  in  1884  in  the 
heart  of  the  virgin  Pocahontas  district. 

Today,  through  the  active  and  success¬ 
ful  management  of  his  son,  James  Ell- 
wood  Jones,  the  Pocahontas  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  takes  rank  as  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  operating  coal  concerns  in  the 
world,  producing  the  highest  quality  of 
coal  found  on  the  American  continent, 
giving  employment  to  4,000  happy  and 
contented  workmen  unacquainted  with 
strikes,  living  in  communities  where 
modern  schools,  attractive  surroundings, 
churches  and  recreational  advantages 
make  for  a  more  abundant  life. 

The  possibility  of  opening  a  new  coal 
field  where  larger  opportunities  abound¬ 
ed,  attracted  the  pioneers.  These  men 
were  John  Cooper,  who  opened  the  Mill 
Creek  mine,  and  Jenkin  Jones  and  John 
Freeman,  who  opened  the  Caswell  Creek 
mine  in  the  fall  of  1884.  These  were  the 
first  two  mining  operations  to  be  opened 
in  the  Pocahontas  Flat  Top  field  on  the 
West  Virginia  side.  But  one  older  mine 
was  then  being  operated  in  the  Virginia 
section  of  this  district. 

These  men  were  the  real  pioneers  of 
the  coal  industry  of  southern  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  They  belonged  to  that  breed 
which  feared  no  hardships;  had  vision 
enough  to  see  the  coming  of  an  empire, 
and  energy  enough  to  bring  it  into  being. 
They  started  simply,  because  they  had 
but  little  money,  and  had  to  rely  upon 
their  own  indomitable  wills  and  strong 
arms. 

The  mines  opened  by  these  men  at¬ 
tracted  others.  Mining  companies  were 
formed  and  mining  operations  were  car¬ 
ried  on  in  an  undreamed  of  scale.  Ere 
the  pioneers  had  lived  out  their  allotted 
span  of  life  they  saw  the  wilderness 
country  they  once  knew  converted  into 
a  hive  of  industry,  and  cities  built  on 
spots  they  first  saw  as  a  tangle  of  laurel. 

Days  of  real  pioneering  has  passed 
The  same  spirit  which  dominated 
these  industrial  pioneers  has  been  passed 
on  to  those  who  are  carrying  on  the  great 
industry  they  founded.  The  work  is 
carried  on  and  is  being  expanded  each 
year  by  a  company  that  does  not  bear  the 
name,  but  is  a  true  successor  to  the  Free¬ 
man  and  Jones  interests  and  of  those 
associated  with  them.  This  is  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Fuel  Company,  incorporated, 
one  of  the  largest  operating  mining  com¬ 
panies  in  the  State. 


The  business  of  the  Pocahontas  Fuel 
Company  may  be  said  to  have  been 
founded  on  a  shoestring.  Perhaps  a  more 
expressive  statement  would  be  that  it 
was  founded  by  men  of  small  means  on 
a  sincere  faith  in  the  future.  Both  of 
the  original  members  of  the  firm  of  Free¬ 
man  and  Jones  were  of  foreign  birth, 
Freeman  born  in  England,  and  Jones  in 
Wales.  Both  were  denied  educational 
advantages  in  youth,  and  both  worked 
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in  the  mines  in  their  native  country,  be¬ 
ginning  at  a  very  early  age.  Mr.  Jones 
went  into  the  mines  at  the  age  of  eight  in 
order  to  help  provide  for  his  mother  and 
her  children.  They  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  found  employment  in  the  coal 
fields.  When  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railroad  penetrated  the  New  River  Can¬ 
yon,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Jones  located 
there  and  spent  several  years  in  develop¬ 
ing  the  early  mines  in  that  district.  They 
first  became  associated  at  Fire  Creek. 
In  July,  1884,  the  firm  of  Freeman  and 
Jones  secured  a  lease  on  1,400  acres  of 
coal  land  from  the  Flat  Top  Coal  Land 
Association  and  at  once  began  opening 
their  mine  on  Simmons  Creek,  not  far 
from  the  present  city  of  Bra m well.  John 
Cooper,  who  also  came  from  the  Fire 
Creek  field  on  New  River,  was  at  work 
on  his  mine  on  Mill  Creek.  The  Sim¬ 


mons  Creek  mine  of  Freeman  and  Jones 
was  the  second  to  be  opened  in  the  West 
Virginia  section  of  the  Flat  Top  field. 
The  first  coal  was  shipped  from  this 
mine  in  the  fall  of  1884,  and  during  that 
year  the  total  output  was  417  tons.  Not 
a  large  beginning,  to  be  sure. 

Judge  I.  C.  Herndon,  of  Welch,  tells 
about  this  early  operation :  “I  remember 
when  Jenkin  Jones  and  John  Freeman 
came  to  Simmons  Creek  to  begin  work 
and  open  up  that  mine.  Their  equip¬ 
ment  was  one  mule,  one  mine  car  and  a 
few  picks  and  shovels.  I  saw  them  build 
their  tipple.  It  was  a  wooden  structure 
whieh  cost  about  $200,  over  which  the 
mine  cars  were  dumped  into  the  railway 
ears.  Jenkin  Jones  and  John  Freeman 
both  dug  coal  in  that  mine  in  order  te 
get  a  start.” 

The  business  of  the  company  was  car 
ried  on  as  a  co-partnership  until  1889 
when  the  Caswell  Creek  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  was  organized  to  take  over  the 
property  of  the  Simmons  Creek  mine 
Jenkin  Jones  and  John  Freeman  were 
the  active  executives  and  managers  ol 
this  corporation.  Other  companies  were 
incorporated  from  time  to  time,  or  organ¬ 
ized  for  a  special  work.  In  1907  all  ot 
these  companies  were  consolidated  and 
brought  together  under  the  ownership 
and  management  of  one  incorporation — 
The  Pocahontas  Fuel  Company,  Inc. 
This  company  is  the  true  successor  U 
the  pioneer  firm  of  Jenkin  Jones  anc 
John  Freeman,  and  with  those  interest 
are  combined  other  property  allied  wit-1 
the  pioneers  or  their  successors.  Chie 
among  these  associated  interests  wer 
those  under  the  management  of  Isaac  T 
Mann,  of  Bramwell,  Mercer  County,  wh 
has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  th 
largest  and  most  successful  coal  opera 
tors  in  the  State. 

The  mining  plants  of  the  Pocahonta 
Fuel  Company  are  practically  all  i; 
West  Virginia  and  the  principal  officer 
of  the  company  are  residents  of  thi 
State.  The  Pocahontas  Fuel  Compan 
has  for  its  President  Isaac  T.  Mann,  o 
Bramwell,  and  its  Vice  President  an 
General  Manager  is  James  Ellwoo 
Jones,  of  Switchback,  McDowell  Count} 
a  son  of  the  pioneer  Jenkin  Jones. 

The  Pocahontas  Fuel  Company  hav 
in  operation  nine  distinct  collieries  an 
carry  on  work  in  about  twelve  mine 
These  collieries  are  located  in  McDowel 
Mercer  and  Wyoming  counties.  A  lal 
development  is  at  Itmann,  Wyomin 
County,  where  the  initials  and  surnan 
of  President  Mann  have  been  ingenious' 
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blended  together  to  make  a  name  for  the 
colliery  and  the  town. 

The  operations  of  the  Pocahontas  Fuel 
Company  are  Caswell  Creek  Colliery  at 
Freeman  and  Sagamore  Colliery  at  Mc- 
Comas,  both  in  Mercer  County ;  Norfolk- 
Angle  mine  at  Maybeury;  Lick  Branch 
and  Shamokin  Colliery  at  Switchback; 
Rolfe  Colliery  at  Worth;  Cherokee  Col¬ 
liery  at  Ashland ;  Pocahontas  Nos.  6,  7, 
and  8  mines  at  Jenkinjones,  and  Delta 
Collieries  at  Switchback,  all  in  McDowell 
County,  and  the  Itmann  Colliery  at  It- 
mann,  Wyoming  County.  The  annual 
production  has  grown  from  417  tons 
from  the  original  mine  in  1884  to  4,456,- 
589  tons  in  1929.  The  Pocahontas  Fuel 
Company  is  given  first  place  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  chart  issued  by  the  Pocahontas 
Operators  Association,  not  only  because 
of  its  continued  operation  from  the  first 
year  of  the  development,  but  in  total 
tonnage  that  has  been  taken  out  and  sent 
to  market.  The  mines  of  this  company 
have  produced  and  shipped  a  grand  total 
of  107,825,361  tons  of  merchantable 
coal,  exclusive  of  that  used  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  mining  plants  and  for  domes¬ 
tic  purposes.  The  operators  association 
has  compiled  data  showing  that  since 
1884  the  West  Virginia  operators  in  the 
Pocahontas  field  have  shipped  585,249,- 
042  net  tons  of  coal.  The  magnitude  of 
the  Pocahontas  Fuel  operations  can  be 
appreciated  when  it  is  reflected  that 
nearly  one-fifth  of  the  total  has  come 
from  their  mines. 

Almost  without  exception  this  coal  has 
been  taken  from  the  celebrated  Pocahon¬ 
tas  No.  3  seam,  and  this  seam  is  now  be¬ 
ing  worked  in  all  of  the  mines  of  the 
company.  In  their  holdings  the  seam  is 
found  at  great  thickness  and  purity, 
ranging  from  60  inches  in  thickness  in 
one  mine  to  120  inches  in  several.  Ade¬ 
quate  and  modern  mining  equipment  and 
devices  are  employed  to  produce  the  coal 
and  to  prepare  it  for  shipment.  The 


tipples  are  equipped  with  washeries  and 
cleaning  apparatus  and  care  is  taken  that 
a  minimum  amount  of  impurities  are 
found  to  be  present  in  each  car  of  coal 
that  is  sent  from  a  Pocahontas  mine. 
Coal  from  the  Pocahontas  Fuel  mines  is 
consumed  in  markets  from  the  Eastern 
Seaboard  in  New  England  to  destina¬ 
tions  beyond  the  waters  of  the  Missouri. 

In  the  several  plants  the  Pocahontas 
Fuel  Company  provide  employment  for 
about  four  thousand  men,  and  their  an¬ 
nual  pay-roll  in  the  three  counties  runs 
well  into  the  millions.  The  mining 
towns  of  the  company  are  well  construct¬ 
ed  and  are  models  of  convenience  and 
comfort.  A  personal  interest  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  employees  and  their  families 
has  been  a  characteristic  of  this  company 
since  the  days  of  the  co-partnership  of 
Freeman  and  Jones.  And  this  applies 
especially  to  safe-guards  to  health,  life 
and  limb  both  in  and  out  of  the  mines. 

The  men  who  are  at  the  head  of  the 
Pocahontas  Fuel  Company  are  well 
known  not  only  in  the  mining  industry, 
but  in  other  phases  of  business,  civil  and 
official  life.  Isaac  T.  Mann,  who  is 
the  President  of  the  company,  is  well 
and  widely  known  not  only  as  a  coal 
operator  but  as  a  banker,  financier,  and 
public  spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Mann  has  had  an  interesting  and 
colorful  experience  during  his  life  time. 
Beginning  as  a  bank  clerk  at  Alderson, 
Greenbrier  County,  in  1885,  he  has  by 
his  own  efforts  and  sheer  ability  made 
for  himself  a  place  as  head  of  one  of  the 
largest  coal  operating  companies  in  the 
State,  one  of  the  largest  banks  in  the 
State,  and  an  official  place  in  a  number 
of  large  and  profitable  enterprises.  He 
located  at  Bramwell,  Mercer  County,  in 
1889  where  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Bramwell.  He  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  mining,  coal  land,  coal  sales  and 
other  enterprises  within  a  very  short 
time,  including  a  great  lumber  operation. 


James  Ell  wood  Jones,  the  vice  presi- 
dent  and  general  manager,  has  devoted 
his  time  to  the  management  of  the  proo-  ! 
erty.  As  a  mining  engineer  he  famiU^k  j 
ized  himself  with  the  modern  probi^^ 
of  mining  and  with  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind  made  his  company  one  of  the  most 
successful  mining  concerns  in  the  world. 
He  has  lived  in  intimate  contact  with  his 
employees  and  has  personally  encour¬ 
aged  the  ambitious  young  miner  who 
has  sought  a  higher  station  in  the  indus-  I 
try.  Old  men  who  have  worked  in  the 
Pocahontas  mines  since  “Jim”  was  a 
boy  are  his  most  loyal  friends. 

Even  with  the  multitude  of  business 
interests  and  the  many  cares  that  his 
personal  management  of  the  mines  en¬ 
tail,  Mr.  Jones  has  made  some  splendid 
contributions  to  the  public  service.  In 
McDowell  County  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  County  Court  for  twenty  years.  j 
He  gave  personal  supervision  to  the  con¬ 
struction  of  hard  road  in  that  county 
which  was  completed  before  the  State 
launched  its  comprehensive  system  of 
State  roads.  Modern  schoolhouses,  with 
equal  facilities  for  the  two  races,  are 
found  at  all  the  Pocahontas  Fuel  opera¬ 
tions.  They  stand  as  evidence  of  hi9 
interest  in  education.  He  founded  the 
dental  clinic  in  his  county  and  for  years 
personally  financed  its  operation,  giving 
to  every  school  child  adequate  da^K 
treatment  without  cost. 

This  year  “Jim”  Jones  was  chosen  as 
the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for 
United  States  Senator.  He  was  nomi¬ 
nated  in  a  primary  by  60,000  plurality. 
He  had  no  political  managers  but  went 
into  every  county  of  the  State  and  met 
the  voters  face  to  face.  He  has  an  agree¬ 
able  personality,  affable,  courteous,  re¬ 
spectful  of  the  opinions  of  others.  The 
first  impression  that  “Jim”  Jones  makes 
on  a  new  acquaintance  is  hard  to  over¬ 
come.  Everywhere  he  radiates  confi¬ 
dence,  respect  and  understanding. 
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X 

WV 1021 

D 100  R 

75 

X 

PA  13 9 7 

A  5 

R7 

76 

X 

IL  941 

A  5 

R6 

77 

X 

WmI 739 

A  1 

R7 

78 

T 

VA441  A 5  R9 

Cl  R8  Thacker  C  &  C  Co  No  2  Thacker  Mines  WV 
DIO  R8  Maryland  &  New  River  Coal  Co  Winona  WV 
Margaretta  Coal  Co  Marfrance  WV 
Shearn  Coal  Co  Inc  Belton  KY  (OB  De  sign)(pic  t) 

Gulf  States  Steel  Co  Alabama  City  Ala  (2  Bull  Heads) 
Seneca  Stores  Co  Ronceverte  WV  (Indian  Heas) 
Douglas  Coal  Company  Fireco  WV  (Coal  Car) 

Coal  Co  Richmond  KY  (Miner) 

Steel  Corporation  Raimond  Ala  (Wings) 

Coal  Company  (Panther  WV )  (Pick  &  Shovel) 

Coal  Co  Muhlenberg  KY  (Miner) 

Supply  Co  War  Eagle  WV  (Eagle 


:# 


Central 
Rep  ub 1 ic 
La throp 
Central 
War 


Eagle 


Head) 
Head  ) 


79 

80 
81 
82 

83 

84 

85 


X 

T 

T 

X 

T 

T 

C 


TN611  BIO  R8 
VA  1611  B5  R9 
vA  216 1  A10 
TU2663  A10 


24  A 
C  1 54 
ri  45 


D 

I 

E 


P, 

C 


8  Central  Coal  Co  Muhlenberg  KY  (miner) 

The  Red  Parrot  Coal  Co  , Procter  WV  (Parrot 
Central  Coal  Co  Render  KY  (miner) 

7  Leckie  Firecreek  Coal  Company  (Fireco  WV)Iiorse 
Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co  Indianola  PA  (Deer  Head) 
Hurricane  Coal  Store  Co  (Energu,  IL)(Blacksmi  th)CW<s5 
Madrid  Supply  Co  Madrid  NM  ” 

Northside  Coal  Co  (Cambria  VA) 

Sewanee  Fuel  &  Iron  Co  Coalmont  Tenn 
Virginia  Iron,  Coal  <5t  Coke  Co  (Leona  Mines  VA) 

R9  Page  Pocahontas  Coal  Corp  Page  PA 
R8  Sterling  Coal  6c  Coke  Company  Sterling  Tenn 
C.C.P  One  Stick  Powder 

Colliery  1  Detonater 


0.  i 


Howard 


Co  Eccles 
Collieries 


Powder  Check  5  Caps 


86 

C 

H 

46 

E 

Howard 

Collieries 

Powder 

Check 

10 

Cap  s 

87 

C 

H 

49 

E 

Howard 

Collieries 

Powder 

Check 

5 

S  tick 

88 

C 

H 

50 

AB¬ 

Howard 

Collieries 

Powder 

Check 

10 

stick 

89 

C 

H50 

BE 

Howard 

Collieries 

Powder 

Check 

10 

stick 

90 

C 

n50 

CE 

Howard 

Collieries 

: owder 

Check 

10 

stick 

(VAR) 

(VAR) 


91  W  A 5  H  American  Eagle  Colliery  5  Electric  Caps 

92  X  C26  A  C.E.S.  Co  No  1  Hiawatha  One  Exploder  (Utah) 

93  X  C26  A  Same  except  reverse  is  upside  down  ” 

94  X  j31  H  Jewell  Ridge  Coal  Corp  Wo  2  2  Scjc/ib  S 

95  X  m25  A  Mohrland  Mercantile  Co  one  Exploder  (8  seal)  (Utah) 

96  F  TN2663  BIO  R9  Sterling  Coal  &  Coke  Co_  Sterling  T« 

97  F  TN1437  ElOa  RIO  Blue  Gem  Coal  Co  Jellico  TN 

98  F  KY117  A 5  RIO  Arteraus  Coal  Co  Artemus  KY 

99  F  KY297  E100  R9  Big  Jim  Coal  Co  Blanche  KY 

100  F  KY541  A100  R7  Crown  Coal  Co  Cheverolet  KY 

PLEASE  EXCUSE  ALL  TYPING  ERRORS  AnD  LET  ME  KNOW  WHERE  THEY  ARE. 


10.00 
12.00 
7 

12 

12.00 
15.00 
15.00 
8 . 00 
35.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
16.00 
8.00 
8.00 
Hd) 12. 00 
12.00 
8.00 
12.00 
32.  50 
15.00 
30.00 
35.00 
15.00 
30.00 
57.50 
15.00 
15.^» 

15.  U0 
15.00 
15.00 
35.00 
10.00 
10.00 
35.00 
10.00 
25.00 
55.00 
65.00 
30.00 
10.00 
thahks 


These  are  the  pieces  to  be  auctioned  at  the  USCA  Meeting  in  Pikeville,  KY 
on  Sept  29.  The  Auction  will  be  held  immediately  after  the  Dinner. 

I'  need  your  bids  not  later  than  Sept  20  so  that  I  can  get  everything  ready. 
Please  bid  the  maximum  you  are  willing  to  pay.  I  will  bid  for  you  just 
as  if  you  were  there. 

Send  your  bids  to:  Bill  Williams,  152  Kawga  Way,  Loudon  Tn  37774. 

P^one  865-458-9427  if  necessary.  Sorry  I  DO  NOT  divulge  any  BIDS. 

The  alphabetical  letter  after  the  token  number  denotes  the  Consignor. 

T-  t)0  tJ  ox  k^wc  -q 


FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS-a^^*#*^^ 


Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements 
being  that  they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different 
ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the 


current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the 
following  issue.  No  ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate 
request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor. 
SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint 
Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail  Steve@Ratliff.com  (Note : 
+  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 


WANTED:  AMHERSDALE  81G1,  Jib,  Jlc;  Becco  A5,  Bl,  B100;  Averill  Perdue, 
1608  Greystone  Road,  Charleston,  WV  25314  (I  also  need  other  Logan  <&  Boone 
County,  WV  pieces)  I  will  buy  or  have  many  pieces  to  trade.  I  have  100's  to  trade  or 
sell.  304-348-0958  + 


WANTED:  TOKENS  FROM  U.  S.  STEEL,  GARY,  W.  VA.  And  from  any  companies 
in  Glen  White,  W.  Va.  Please  send  description  and  price.  Bill  Williams,  152  Kawga 
Way,  Loudon,  TN  37774  + 


COLLECTOR  WANTS  COAL  SCRIP  FROM  THE  MARY  ALICE  SUPPLY  CO.  -  Mary 
Alice,  KY  #1805.  All  denominations  needed  but  would  like  nice  clean  pieces.  Email  or 
write  to:  Leo  Shane,  1130  Woods  Lane,  Warminster,  PA  18974  - 

Leo.J.Shane@honeywell.com  + 


EXPLOSIVES  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Will  make  reasonable  offer  for  single  rare  piece, 
small  lot,  or  entire  collection!  Joseph  Pierczynski,  324  S.  Fountain  Avenue, 
Ridgecrest,  CA  93555-4402,  760-375-6776  + 


FOR  SALE:  FIFTY  DIFFERENT  KENTUCKY  TOKENS,  List  with  SASE.  Will  sell  as 
lot  for  $500.  Michael  R.  O’Neal,  400  Crossfield  Drive,  Tullahoma,  TN  37388  + 


WANT  TO  BUY  NORTH  CAROUNA  TOKENS,  all  categories  and  Ingle  System 
mavericks.  Please  send  description  and  price.  Bob  King,  33  Cardinal  Drive,  Brevard, 
NC  28712  phone  (828)  883-8028,  email  tokenaddict@citcom.net 


MORE  AND  MORE  SCRIPTORS  ARE  USING  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  EMAIL  TO 
SEND  THEIR  FREE  AD  IN.  SEND  YOUR  FREE  AD  TO:  Steve@Ratliff.com 


FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  554:  stamp 
for  free  sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free 
Florida  token.  Check  out  the  new  Florida  Token  Society  web  site: 
http:/www.mratliff.com/fts/  -  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717 
Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343  Steve@Ratliff.com  + 


S.  O.  A .  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS^^^^^^ 


All  Coal  &  Lumber  scrip 

West  Virginia  Merchants 

Tokens 

Civil  War  Tokens 
Pocket  watches 
War  Relics 

U.S.  Coins  &  Currency 


Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Fife  Street 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

PHONE:  (304)  342-8031  FAX:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhaeoin.eom 
E-Mail:  kattawhaeeitt@att.ttet 


